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LOCAL GOVERNMENT ELECTIONS 
Statement by Minister for Local Government 

MR A.J. SIMPSON (Darling Range — Minister for Local Government) [9.05 am]: I would like to share 
with members information about the local government elections that will take place on 17 October. Although the 
elections are an important part of our democratic process in Western Australia, the number of people voting in 
local government elections has been declining in recent years. In 2009, 33 per cent of eligible 
Western Australians voted in local government elections, and in 2013, this fell to 27 per cent. This is 
a concerning trend. We need to get more people engaged in local decision-making, particularly when we 
consider that local governments are expected to rake in close to $2 billion in revenue this financial year. 

The state government, through the Department of Local Government and Communities and the 
Western Australian Electoral Commission, is urging Western Australians to vote in the council elections and is 
encouraging eligible candidates to stand for council. Through a promotion campaign, we are targeting groups 
that are historically under-represented in both council candidacy and voter participation to get involved. These 
are women, Aboriginal people, people from culturally and linguistically diverse communities, and young people. 
In the 2013 local government elections, only 30 per cent of councillor candidates were women. This is despite 
women comprising over 50 per cent of the population of Western Australia and being very, very active in their 
local communities, particularly as volunteers. Also in 2013, fewer than 20 Western Australians aged 24 years or 
younger nominated to be a councillor, compared with 223 people aged between 55 and 64. These statistics 
demonstrate that the diversity of Western Australia’s communities is not being reflected on our councils. 

All Western Australians have an important voice in our community. As a former councillor, I know how 
important the decisions of local government are. It is essential that all age, gender and ethnic groups have their 
say by not only casting a vote on 17 October, but also considering a role on council. Western Australians have 
until 5.00 pm on 28 August to enrol to vote in the local government elections, and candidates will have from 
3 to 10 September to lodge a nomination. I encourage members to urge members of their communities, 
particularly people from those under-represented groups, to get involved in local government. More information 
is available from the websites of the Department of Local Government and Communities and the 
Western Australian Electoral Commission. 
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